I

THE KANARESE LANGUAGE AND
COUNTRY
The Dravidian. Languages. Kanarese is one of the
Dravidian languages, which are the vernaculars of
South India, and which are wholly unrelated to the
Aryan languages spoken in North India. The other
literary members of the family are Tamil, Telugu and
Malayalam, A line drawn from Goa, on the West
Coast, to Rajmahal, on the Ganges, will approximately
divide the Dravidian languages on the south from the
Aryan languages on the north. There is a large
population of Dravidian race north of this; but they
no longer speak a Dravidian language. No close
connection has been shown between the Dravidian
languages and any other languages of the world, if we
except Brahui, a non-literary language of Beluchistan.
Certain words and forms seem to point to a connection
with the ancient Median language used on the Behistun
monument (and perhaps with Akkadian). Affinities
are also said to exist with the Finnish of North Europe
and the Ostiak of Siberia. These call for fuller in*
vestigation,1 The Dravidians seem to have occupied
their present seats from extreme antiquity. One of
the earliest traces of thi$ group of languages is found
in the fact that the peacocks imported into Jerusalem
by King Solomon 1000B.C., and which must have come
from the west coast of India, have a Tamil name.3
1  See Caldwell's Comparative Grammar of the Dr&vidmn
Languages.
2  Hebrew tukki = Tamil tokai, which, in ancient Tamil, meant
" peacock."